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Overview 

The March 6, 2025 entry documents an intensive day of research focused on municipal financial data 
extraction and local governance. By leveraging the NotebookLM podcast, the researcher downloaded key 
financial statements from the Oklahoma State Auditor's website and began building a comprehensive 
database spanning 10–15 years. This work is paired with insightful discussions about county tax policies, 
regional park funding, and airport lease practices in Shawnee, aimed at connecting fiscal trends with 
historical city minutes. 

Key Notes & Summaries 

● Municipal Financial Data Collection: 
Financial statements for multiple local entities (Shawnee, McLoud, Bethel, Tecumseh, and 
Pottawatomie County) were downloaded. Public posting requirements ensure the availability of 
these records, which form a crucial historical reference for analysis. 

● Database Development & Automation: 
A comprehensive table is being developed to store these financial records. The researcher is also 
automating data extraction using a command script to facilitate future visualization through 
graphs and charts. 

● Pending Records & Legal Documentation: 
A critical records request for Instrument of Transfer land leases and agreements remains 
outstanding, highlighting gaps in the current data set that need resolution for a full historical 
analysis. 

● Local Governance Insights: 
Conversations with Councilman Sehorn and Mark Sehorn have illuminated issues such as the 
impact of county tax policies on Shawnee, historical discrepancies in airport lease values, and the 
significant overrun in regional park infrastructure costs. 

● Data Integration & Visualization Challenges: 
Integrating financial data with legal minutes is expected to reveal long-term trends and fiscal 
mismanagement. However, transforming complex data into accessible visual aids remains a key 
challenge for broader communication. 
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In-Depth Analysis 

● Data Synthesis for Policy Insights: 
The approach of combining municipal financial records with city minutes provides a robust 
framework to examine fiscal accountability and local governance issues. 

● Implications for Community Resources: 
The analysis points to systemic challenges that impact community development, including the 
mismanagement of funds and historical oversights that have strained Native American federal 
funding allocations. 

● Future Research Directions: 
Continued work on automating data entry and developing clear visual representations of fiscal 
trends will be critical for advancing the broader objectives of the My Own Prison project. 

Conclusion 

The March 6, 2025 entry is a cornerstone of the ongoing My Own Prison project. It enriches the research 
by integrating financial records with governance documentation, paving the way for more transparent and 
accountable fiscal management in local government. The insights derived from this work will inform future 
policy recommendations and community advocacy efforts. 
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Transcript Table – March 6, 2025 Entry (Organized by Sections) 

The following table presents the reorganized transcript from today’s entry, broken into key sections for 
clarity and future project use. 

Transcript Section Transcript Text 

Introduction & Overview Good morning, today is March 6, 2025. I begin my day with a focus on consolidating financial data 
and research for my NotebookLM podcast. 

Financial Data Collection Yesterday, I extracted municipal financial statements from the Oklahoma State Auditors website for 
Shawnee, McLoud, Bethel, Tecumseh, and Pottawatomie County. These include Board of 
Commission records and county audits, all spanning 10–15 years. 

Database Development & 
Automation 

I have begun developing a comprehensive table to house this financial data and am working on a 
command script to automate the data import process. This will enable clear comparisons and 
historical tracking. 

Records Requests & Legal 
Documentation 

I learned that auditors are required to post these documents publicly, yet I am still awaiting a 
records request response regarding Instrument of Transfer land leases and related agreements. 

Local Governance 
Discussions 

I spoke with Councilman Sehorn for about half an hour regarding the county tax up for renewal. He 
mentioned that the county tax was “killing” the City of Shawnee—a comment that now resonates 
as I piece together this information. Additionally, I discussed Shawnee’s airport property history 
with Mark Sehorn, including issues like the $1 per year lease for the YMCA and potential federal 
intervention in reclaiming past lease discrepancies. 

Regional Park Funding & 
Infrastructure 

We discussed the regional park, noting that its infrastructure ended up costing $4–5 million more 
than anticipated before discussions halted around 2011. 

Additional Community 
Insights 

I received a call from an old friend at Semin State College’s education foundation about potential 
issues with note payments at the Brian Crawford Memorial Sports Complex. 

Conclusion & Next Steps My goal for today is to integrate financial data from 2011 onward into my database, 
cross-referencing it with city minutes to connect more dots. I aim to develop visual aids to present 
these trends clearly and further analyze the fiscal and governance implications. 

 

This updated documentation now includes: 

1. The journal entry table with today’s entry (ID 4). 
2. An in-depth executive summary with key notes, analysis, and conclusions. 
3. A transcript table broken into organized sections for use in a separate project. 
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